Simon Wiesenthal (1908–2005) has very uniquely shaped the reappraisal of the crimes of National Socialism worldwide. From the day of
his liberation from the Mauthausen concentration camp, he made it his
life‘s work to remember the victims of Nazi terror.
His weapon was the rule of law. Wiesenthal‘s method was to track down
Nazi criminals and bring them to justice. Wiesenthal was an unwavering
admonisher and fighter against antisemitism at a time when the crimes
of National Socialism were often suppressed. This earned him significant
international recognition. In post-war Austria, however, he experienced
political resistance and rejection of his efforts to clarify the Nazi crimes
of violence and to have those responsible prosecuted.
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